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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Audience,

2025 is momentous year for the Singapore International Festival of Arte (SIFA). It is a year
where history, artistry and imagination converge—a year where Singapore celebrates 60
years of independence.

As Singapore continues to shape and strengthen its identity as a nation, SIFA 2025 offers a
presentation that showcases the originality, imagination, and quality of Singapore arts. This
year's theme of More Than Ever is a statement that Singapore arts has never been more
vital, more bold, more dynamic. Set against the backdrop of the nation's SG60 celebrations,
the festival stands as testament to how far we have come.

FULL MESSAGE

Sharon Tan


https://sifa.sg/2025-house-programme/ed-message-2025

MESSAGE FROM THE FESTIVAL DIRECTOR

In a world constricted by the rhetoric of divide, More Than Ever, we need to resist limiting
binaries and relate to each other with fluidity and in nuance, always cultivating pluralism and
the multiplicity of experience. We need to uphold the station of the Arts as a vital space in
society that explores differences in opinions, accepts otherness and maintains the past,
present and future as entities that perpetually influence and shape each other, engendering
new narratives on a supple timeline that moves forwards, cyclically or in any imaginable

configuration.

FULL MESSAGE

Natalie Hennedige


https://sifa.sg/2025-house-programme/fd-message-2025

About the Production

Woaiting For Audience

An old theatre reaches its last performance night.

Two actors—A and O—find themselves sharing the stage.
They bicker,

they compete,

they create,

they wonder,

and they

wait...
and wait,
and wait.

“We exist because they exist.”
“Every play has a beginning / And an end / Life is the same.”

But will the audience ever come?

Playful yet meaningful, Waiting for Audience challenges us to rethink
the bond between performers and spectators, drawing inspiration
from physical theatre, clowning, absurdist humour and Chinese
crosstalk.

Waiting for Audience invites us to step into the story and play a key
role in completing a unique theatre experience, to join in the
celebration of the power of live performance to connect what is on
and off stage. Don’t miss this bold creation by Nine Years Theatre
founders Nelson Chia and Mia Chee.
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Message
from

Nelson, Mia

FISR |

LR

Theatre is a wonderful thing — or perhaps one might say, it's a magical phenomenon.

The essence of art lies in questioning, and the spirit of performance lies in creating belief. To
fully enter a story, the audience chooses a willing suspension of disbelief, consciously setting
aside all doubts. Within that slender space between belief and skepticiem lies the playground
of imagination.

Performers dare to be mad, and audiences brave encugh to believe.

It is precisely this unspoken pact of madness and bravery that allows theatre to unleash its
boundless magic. Even more wondrously, theatre gathers strangers together in the same
space, where they breathe together, feel together, moved by the same vibrations.

A sigh, a burst of laughter, a collective held breath; in that moment, we cease being isolated
individuals and become interconnected beings. This shared experience not only breaks down
barriers between people, but awakens within us the capacity for empathy, understanding, and
acceptance.

Yet all this requires openness and generosity —
the courage to absorb, reflect, and embrace different ideas;
the willingness to hear others' stories and the eagerness to be moved.

At NYT, we continue questioning everything, playing wildly;
we keep waiting for our audience to arrive,
because we firmly believe a society enriched by art is a better place.

This, is the power of theatre, and the true value of art.

Nelson, Mia

MNelson, Mia
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MORE THAN EVER
P

16 MAY - 1 JUNE

WAITING FOR
AUDIENCE

NINE YEARS THEATRE (SG)
30 & 31 May
SOTA DRAMA THEATRE

watch on B YouTube

Trailer: Waiting for Audience (SEE G )


https://youtu.be/IBDmfTZnoTM

Credits

Creative Team

Producer & Cast: Director, Playwr-i t & Cast: Spatinl & Lighting Designer:
Mia Chee fEL1H Melson Chia &7 Emanorwatty Saleh
Sound Designer: Key Visual Design:
MgJing mh Ryan Loi s

Production Team

Production Manager: Set & Lighting Coordinator: Stage Manager & Surtitlist:
Lam Dan Fong #F13 Jed Lim Tennie Su 71 5 15
(The Backstage Affair)

Assistant Stage Manager: Crew: Props Master:
Kareen Low ¥ LT Wong Yun Jie /m# = Cheow Jiong Ling At
(The Backstage Affair) (The Backstage Affair)
Associate Sound Designer: Sound Operator No. 1: Wardrobe Crew: Lighting Programmenr:
Ryan Mg it --Ean Meng Jiao Yang =5 Olivia Yi-Le Hatton TR 5 Tan Yi Kai BRIRE
Company Team

Admin Man r
Kwah Wei Ting 1 1%

Senior Marketing Executive: Marketing & Outreach Executive: Intern:
Sunny Liu FUE-di Chew YiHui Et8E Jenelle Yap HIE 1%

Recording Acknowledgements:

Johnny Ng Pangdemonium Theatre Company
Jean Yap Teater Ekamatra
Jael Chew The Mecessary Stage

Agam Theatre Lab



Nine Years Theatre

COMPANY

NEER7

NINE YEARS THEATRE

An award-winning Singapore Mandarin
theatre company, Nine Years Theatre (NYT)
is dedicated to the creation...

FULL BIO

Biographies

Nelson Chia §Z&7

PLAYWRIGHT/DIRECTOR 2R E!/E 'S

Melson Chia is an acclaimed director,
performer, playwright, and acting teacher. A
six-time winner at the...

FULL BIO

Mia Chee £L1I3H

PRODUCER &1

Mia Chee is an actor, theatre producer, and
educator with over 20 years of professional
experience...

FULL BIO



https://sifa.sg/sifa-2025/artists/spotlight-details/nine-years-theatre
https://sifa.sg/sifa-2025/artists/spotlight-details/nelson-chia
https://sifa.sg/sifa-2025/artists/spotlight-details/mia-chee-xu-shan-qi

Emanorwatty Saleh

LIGHTING & SPATIAL DESIGNER

AT & =jEng it

Emanorwatty began her love for theaterin

1992. Her first major work as a lighting
designer was for...

FULL BIO

Ng Jing &)

SOUND DESIGNER =&

Awarded the National Arts Council
Scholarship, Jing graduated with first class
honours from Rose Bruford College (UK)...

FULL BIO



https://sifa.sg/sifa-2025/artists/spotlight-details/emanorwatty-saleh
https://sifa.sg/sifa-2025/artists/spotlight-details/ng-jing-huang-jin

About SIFA

As Singapore’s annual pinnacle performing arts festival, the Singapore International Festival of Arts (SIFA) presents captivating and diverse
works across theatre, music, dance, film and visual arts. First launched as the Singapore Festival of Arts in 1977, the festival has gone through
several evolutions and inspired generations of arts lovers and practitioners. Today, the highly anticipated festival is a high point on Singapores

arts and cultural calendar. SIFA continues its festival mission to champion the creation and presentation of Singaporean and international
works.

About Arts House Limited

Arts House Limited (AHL) is a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to enriching lives through the transformative power of the arts. As a key
part of Singapore's arte and cultural landscape, AHL presents the nation’s two flagship festivals -

the Singapore International Festival of Arts and the Singapore Writers Festival — and oversees six key arts venues: The Arts House at the
Old Parliament, Victoria Theatre and Victoria Concert Hall, Drama Centre, and the creative hubs Goodman Arts Centre, Aliwal Arts Centre,
and Stamford Arts Centre.

AHL fosters artistic excellence at all stages of an artist’s journey, offering dynamic spaces for practice, presentation and exchange -
empowering artists to create, express, collaborate and connect with diverse audiences. Through artist tenancies, commissions, festivals and
public programmes, we champion Singapore’s creative talents while fostering meaningful audience engagement and shared experiences across

communities. OQur Cultural Medallion Story also honours the nation's most accomplished artists, celebrating their enduring contributions to the
arts.

For more information, visit https://artshouselimited.sg/.



Organised By

ARTS

HOUSE
LIMITED

Arts House Limited extends our heartfelt thanks to the following:

Key Partners

wiEA L (FA) AR S il uDBS
* r GIC

BOWEN ENTERPRISES (PTE) LTD




Major Supporters

EERE

LEE FOUNDATION

DSV

qi'l media

FERNR,
- o
B
1
]
1 7’
oA

Our Patrons

CARLTON sk

HOTEL | SINGAPORE

creative

Mr. Vir & Mrs. Simran Kotak

Supporters

Gleamedia

Hana Film




Commissioned By Supported By Held In

é ;y/ ' If-'i'..h;ﬁ#‘c*r'e Passion

: "OURISM Made

NATIONAL ARTS COUNCIL Menistry of Culture, Community and Yauth SOARD Possible
SINGAPORE

Celebrating In Support Of Matched By

®
& ' CULTURAL
(3, W G 4 (§S) SHARE

Official Arts & Culture Media Venue Sponsors

catc SSmRT 24, EURan

Venue Supporters Radio Partner

S WY o 98

KALLANG WAVE
MALL




Recommended Shows

COLONY - A True Colors stray gods Hossan-AH! In The High
Project Arts


https://sifa.sg/sifa-2025/2025-programmes/programme-details/state-of-the-arts/colony-a-true-colors-project
https://sifa.sg/sifa-2025/2025-programmes/programme-details/state-of-the-arts/colony-a-true-colors-project
https://sifa.sg/sifa-2025/2025-programmes/programme-details/state-of-the-arts/stray-gods
https://sifa.sg/sifa-2025/2025-programmes/programme-details/state-of-the-arts/stray-gods
https://sifa.sg/sifa-2025/2025-programmes/programme-details/state-of-the-arts/hossan-ah-in-the-high-arts
https://sifa.sg/sifa-2025/2025-programmes/programme-details/state-of-the-arts/hossan-ah-in-the-high-arts

Sim Wan Hui
Ye Junmin

Victoria Lim
Chan Silei
Celestine Wong
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